Welding Articulation

Assessment Process for High School Partners

Student Assessment Process for Earning College Credit:

1. Student must be enrolled in an “approved” Tech Prep/Dual Credit Welding Program.

2. Student must pass any prerequisite courses as determined by the high school instructor and high school program requirements. 

3. Student must complete the college’s required list of skills/competencies (STAR with B or better level of skill/grade).

4. Student meets with HS instructor to determine their eligibility to earn college credit in welding.
5. Additionally, during time in class, student should demonstrate recognized welding shop safety practices, including consistent use of personal protective equipment.

6. During time in class, student should consistently demonstrate proper and safe use of all welding tools and equipment, including safe handling of bottled gases. 

7. High school instructor will determine if student has achieved the colleges required level of skill to earn college credit. See assessment process below.

Assessment Process:  

HS instructors are responsible for the college testing and credit approval process.  Each instructor needs to establish a testing process – either small group or individually with students.  The test environment should require students to demonstrate their welding knowledge and skill – including appropriate dress, and equipment safety.  The following steps should be followed:
1. Instructor verifies student has achieved the required competencies and is ready to test.
2. Use the Assessment/Competency Record document during testing process to assure student is demonstrating the required skills.
3. Student will weld a portion of a STAR in the required fillet positions until instructor can verify the student is competent in the process.  Use the college’s prototype welding samples to help assess student level of skill.  Testing for each fillet position may take up to one hour.
4. To earn college credit, student must demonstrate their welding skill at a “B” equivalent level.
5. HS instructor verifies (signature) on the Assessment/Competency Record student has achieved all the required competencies.  Written comments from the instructor are encouraged.
6. Students should retain a copy of the assessment for their portfolio to verify their skill and competency.  Will be helpful for employment or entrance to other college programs.
7. Once student’s competency has been verified, then high school instructor enters student grade into the Tech Prep registration system and marks the student complete.
REMEMBER: 
· Depending on student skill level, it may take at least two semesters or more of work to complete the college welding course competencies.  

· For each 2 credit college course, students should be investing at least 30+ hours of welding practice time towards skill development.
· The student’s final “course grade” should NOT be posted “complete” to the Tech Prep registration system until the assessment process has been satisfactorily completed.

· College credit can only be earned during the same academic year the equivalent high school course was taken (Sept. 1 – June 30).
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