WHATCOM COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM


PROFESSIONALISM
I agree to familiarize myself with, seek clarification of, and adhere to the expectations of the college, school administrators, teachers, and staff regarding these professional competencies.
1. CONDUCTING MYSELF ETHICALLY
a. Follow all school rules, policies, and laws

b. Use appropriate teacher procedures regarding student records and other privileged and confidential information and handling “teachers’ room” talk.

c. Interact with students in an adult/professional manner

· Refrain from belittling or touching students and/or speaking condescendingly to students
· Treat each child with dignity and providing equal opportunities with regard to instruction, learning and social interaction
d. Display sensitivity and balance when treating controversial issues

· Gather appropriate information and speak to the classroom teacher before responding to a situation

· Immediately consult with proper authorities if directly or indirectly involved in a controversial or sensitive situation with a child, staff member or parent.

2. WORKING PRODUCTIVELY WITH OTHERS
a. Plan for observations or activities with children
· Allow the site adequate prior notice (one to two weeks)

· Prepare materials/lesson plans in advance and clear them with the classroom teacher
b. Resolve student problems
· Follow all school discipline policies and procedures

· Report any suspected case of child abuse/neglect

c. Maintain a safe, attractive, and orderly environment
· Organize materials and activities

· Supervise students during activities
· Plan for and supervise clean up
d. Maintain a professional manner with parents, faculty, and others
· Resolve conflicts by using appropriate language, being open to ideas and being honest

· Be aware of your status as “guest” in the school and never involve yourself unnecessarily in conflicts or sensitive situations

3. MEETING SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EXPECTATIONS
a. Submit plans and other requested information prior to visit

b. Know and follow all school rules and expectations

c. Conform to established standards for dress and grooming including cleanliness, appearance and appropriate dress
4. SEEKING PROFESSIONAL SELF-IMPROVEMENT
a. Solicit and consider improvement suggestions from others
· Ask for specific suggestions and ideas to improve teaching skills

· Seek input from a variety of successful teaching professionals 

b. Periodically self-analyze performance and set goals for improvement
c. Share professional ideas, resources and information with others
PROFESSIONALISM
Name (please print) _____________________________________________________________
Date: _________________________________ SID#___________________________________

Quarter: _____________________________ Year: ___________________________________

Having read and understood the Whatcom Community College Education and Early Childhood Education Program Professionalism Document, I agree to adhere to expectations and guidelines as presented in the document and summarized below. 

Professionalism

1. Conducting Myself Ethically

2. Working Productively with Others

3. Meeting School and College Expectations

4. Seeking Professional Self-Improvement

Additionally, I have had an opportunity to seek clarification and ask questions in regard to the contents of this document.

Signature ____________________________________________________________________

