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      ECE ARTICULATED COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:  A career & technical education program  providing students with opportunities to learn about physical, emotional, social and intellectual development of the child from birth to age five or six.  Students may conduct observations and work with young children during class sessions.  Topics explored include:  child growth, development, and learning; family systems; communication skills; child guidance techniques; curriculum design; cultural diversity; environmental design; health, safety and nutrition issues.  The ECE program prepares students for careers in working with children in childcare centers, preschools and public schools.
WHATCOM COMMUNITY COLLEGE COURSES
Basics in Child Care (ECE 104) 2 credits.

This course meets D.S.H.S. requirements for the basic 20-hour S.T.A.R.S. training.  Competencies developed in communication, guidance, healthy practices, and professionalism. 
Health, Safety and Nutrition (ECE 218) 3 credits.  

Emphasizes setting up and maintaining healthy environments for children.  Working in a lab environment, students explore nutrition needs of children, and the caregiver's role in ensuring nutrition education.
Observation, Assessment and Record Keeping (ECE 141) 3 credits.

Knowledge and application of various techniques for observing and recording behavior of young children in early childhood settings.  Exploration of both formal and informal ways of presenting information to parents.

Preparing for Work-Based Learning (COOP 180) 1 credit
Classroom-based seminar designed to prepare students to learn through work experiences.  Students will develop a learning contract, demonstrate knowledge about ethical & professional behavior, obtain career information & placement opportunities, & learn how to make community connections & develop networking practices.

Cooperative Work Experience / Applications in Early Childhood Education I (ECE 190a) 1 credit
For students who wish to enrich their education with a short-term career-related work experience in Early Childhood Education.  The focus of the internship experience is early learning programs, serving children birth - 5.  Placement for internships will be in licensed/accredited facilities.

Cooperative Work Experience / Applications in Early Childhood Education II (ECE 190b) 2 credits

For students who wish to continue their education with a short-term career-related work experience in Early Childhood Education.  The focus of the internship experience is early learning programs, serving children birth - 5.  Placement for internships will be in licensed/accredited facilities.

NOTE:  in college cooperative work experiences students may earn 1 college credit per 3 hours worked each week of an 11 week quarter (need 30-33 contact hours over 10-11 weeks to earn 1 college credit).

BELLINGHAM TECHNICAL COLLEGE COURSES
HIV/AIDS Education for the Community, Childcare Providers & Healthcare Professionals (HLTH 130 - 0.2 credits)
Course content covers basic HIV/AIDS education information for the professional child care provider needing eduction to meet the WA State licensing requirements or for professional update.  Meets 4 hour course content requirement.
Pediatric Heart Saver  (HLTH 105 - 0.5 credits)
This course, approved by the American Heart Association (AHA), includes instruction in infant/child CPR, obstructed airway techniques and basic life support.  Included is discussion on home safety.
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